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readied during the gallop. When a bear has the lasso around his neck
and tries to attack the pony, the pony gallops faster than the bear is able
to follow. With lightening speed the other three throw their lassos, then
they have him in the middle, and his end is then no more far away.
About Gold Digging77
In the year 1848, 25 men traveled from New York to California.
They had heard that gold had been found there, and they wanted to try
their luck. When they sailed along the Mexican coast, they stopped at a
small town to get drinking water. They saw a brickyard, and one of the
group named Gehn was observing curiously how bricks were formed.
The owner of the brickyard now asked him, whether he was somehow
familiar with the business. Gehn answered that he was a professional
brick maker and had worked since his youth in his father's brickmaking business. The owner proposed to him to stay as a manager
and offered him a daily wage of 20 dollars and free lodging. But Gehn
didn't accept this tempting offer; the greed for gold drove him with
the others to the gold country California. They went aboard again and
landed at the "golden gate" where San Francisco is today. At that time
the town had not yet been founded. The first four houses had been manufactured in Hamburg and were transported with great difficulties to
the place. These are two storey houses that could be disassembled like
double chests and then reassembled again. Today it is a dwelling for
professionals. At that time the entrance to the port was so narrow that

77

This section is a partly wrong, partly oversimplified sketch of events and
personalities, especially of John August Sutter (1803-1880). It may serve, however, as
an example of how things were reported to a rural audience. A recent study of Sutter
is Albert L. Hurtado, John Sutter. A Life on the California Frontier. New Haven:
Yale University Press, 1988. Of central documentary importance is C. Landert, ed,
Heinrich Lienhard; he was a witness to the events, including the discovery of gold and
its immediate effect; see especially pp. 531-574; on Sutter passim, esp. after p. 384.
Valuable is also Mary Grace Paquette, The Adventures of a Young Swiss in California.
The Goldrush Account of Theophile de Rutte (Sacramento, California: Sacramento
Book Collectors Club, 1992). Paquette views the text as "perhaps the best" of accounts
in French. Rutte, born 1826 in Sutz-Lattrigen, Canton Bern, as Gottlieb Rudolf van
Riltte, and attracted by the gold discovery when in Brazil, describes the events from the
perspective of a businessman and honorary Swiss Consul. He returned to Switzerland
in 1856, residing at Chardonne, Ct. Vaud where died in 1885.
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two ships couldn't pass at the same time. But near the port was a fort,
called Sutter's Fort. At the beginning of the eighteen forties a citizen
from the Aargau called Sutter had arrived in California, and he became
the discoverer of the goldmines. We will see in an instant how that happened. With a three-master Sutter had crossed the seas and settled on
the California coast. There he diverted two mountain brooks, the Ben
and the Foder River into a canal in order to get the force needed to drive
a sawmill. When digging the canal, the first gold was found. Because
of this discovery, Sutter became the best-known and beloved man in
California. North America rewarded him an annual pension of 10,000
dollars, but he died before he could enjoy them. His two sons became
well-respected lawyers.
When those 25 New Yorkers came to Sacramento, the town had already been founded by the Mexicans. (Today, the town does not belong
to Mexico any longer; the Mexicans had to cede the states of California,
Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas as an indemnity to the North Americans in an unfortunate war. 78 Three citizens from Wattwil participated
in the fight, two named Leuthold and the brother of bailiff Mr. Feurer.)
Good luck favored the 25 gold seekers. Their efforts succeeded to their
great satisfaction. But also here the saying became true: "It is an ugly
trait of life that besides roses there are always thorns." It attracted the
nearby living Indians. In order to secure the gold, a fort with firing slits,
walls, and trenches had to be built. The digging of gold was begun in
groups of six men. One of them was a cook, but he of course had part
in the profit of the day. The men cooked and slept in low wooden huts.
Always some of them had to be on guard, the Indians often attacked.
When a group of gold thieves came into view, the men left pickaxe and
shovel, retreated to the fort, and shot at the enemy. Each also carried his
78
The 1846 war between the United States and Mexico, a climax of a decade-long
conflict, is controversial and is featured in many works; a recent survey with documents
is David S. Heidler and Jeanne T. Heidler, The Mexican War (Westport, Connecticut:
Greenwood Press, 2006). Earlier contrasting interpretations are presented by Ramon
Eduardo Ruiz, The Mexican War. Was It Manifest Destiny? (New York: Holt, Rinehart
and Winston, 1963). Some see the war as a result of Mexican intransigence, some as
a war of illegal annexation by force after a series of failures to achieve objectives by
negotiation and purchase. The war resulted in a one third increase of the size of the
United States. Albert Gallatin (1761-1849), American political leader, diplomat, and
scholar born in Geneva, wrote an incisive and widely disseminated critique of the war,
titled Peace with Mexico (New York: Bartlett and Welford, 1847).
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own weapons in order to be able to defend himself in case of a sudden
attack. In this claim, gold dust was found in large amounts in the size of
pinheads, but there were also gold pieces in soft rock. This was crushed
in iron tubs and flooded with water. Then the gold dust was washed
out in large pans. One man threw one or two shovels of earth into the
pan and stirred them with water to a liquid mass and then shook them
out. Because gold is heavy, it settled at the bottom and could thus be
retrieved.
In the evening the workers divided up the output of the day and put
it in a safe place. I've been told that in the average per man and day the
gain was 400 to 500 francs. Some hid it in the earth in order to have it
in a safe place. Gehn told me that one worker hid his gold in the latrine
behind the hut, where obviously nobody was searching. Many suspicious people cruised around, that one had be on guard. Soon speculation took possession of the place. Prices for food rose dramatically. One
hundredweight of flour costs 100 dollars, that is, 500 francs. The gold
miners paid with gold dust. When they came in a grocery store, the
grocer put a sheet of a newspaper on the table; the miner took his purse
and his nuggets on the sheet until the grocer was satisfied. Immigration
increased greatly. From April 12th, 1849 until January 29th,1850, 38,467
men and 1,421 women immigrated by sea alone. Chased by the greed
for gold, the farmer left his plough, the craftsman his workshop. The
goldfields reached from the lowlands up to the snow capped mountains.
Rivers were deviated in order to feed large installations for gold washing. Hills were excavated, and the sparkling material was found in the
form of millions of small grains, thin plates, and in small nuggets, these
often trapped or grown into the quartz stripes of the clay slate.
The huge mass of mud filled the rivers, water devastated the neighboring farm, and navigation was obstructed. The United States government received complaints from those who suffered from the damage,
and the miners were obliged to install huge collectors to retain the mud
and to reopen the riverbeds. All these precautions for further gold mining had been hardly realized at high cost when unexpected heavy rains
made mountain brooks to rush down, tearing with them fields and earth
and causing enormous damage.
In due time the Indians had been more and more pushed back and
the question arouse what to do with the fortress "Sutter's Fort" that was
now surrounded by hundreds of houses. Some proposed to tear it down,
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level out the trenches and use the space gained for building houses. The
majority thought better of it. The fort was let stand as a memorial to the
first days of gold mining in California and thus would remain a landmark for later generations
One of the largest American goldmines is in Nevada. The miners
work there in deep shafts. They are relieved every two hours and come
up to daylight by means of an elevator. Where are they hurrying to? To
the dance hall where girls could easily be found waiting for them. They
dance day and night and waste their rich earnings. But when one day
the veins of gold are exhausted, the entire splendor will end. The place
will become deserted because the ground isn't suitable for farming. The
gold miners will leave their frivolous life with their few belongings and
continue at another place. But California is not only a gold-land but also
a land of many other treasures. Silver, lead, copper, mercury, iron, coal
etc. are mined in large amounts. Nature seems to have truly poured out
a whole horn of plenty over this remote coastal land.
My Home Voyage

After having spent two dozen years in California, I decided to return to my home country Switzerland. I arrived in New York by the
shortest way. Several times I had read in newspapers about the "Hotel
St. Gotthard," and I thought that this must be a Swiss hotel. So I went to
that place. When I entered the dining room the landlady welcomed me
with friendly words. I answered: "The way you talk you must be from
the Toggenburg." "Yes, I am," she replied, "I am born Alpiger from Alt
St. Johann, and my husband is a citizen from the Thurgau and his name
is Staheli." We chatted most pleasantly throughout the evening, and the
next morning I boarded the ship. There I met a man who sold mattresses
and covers to passengers. I bought one and also a cover.
I didn't have the same experience as Till EulenspiegeF 9 who had
heard, that one sleeps well on feathers. The next night he lied down on
three feathers. But the following morning his back hurt, and he thought
how those people might be who had slept on many feathers! The ship
moved on and we were again swimming in salt water. After we passed
England and had reached Cherbourg, a boat came from the French fort
79

Comic figure in the German literature. (BL)
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